CEROXYLINJE	455
18.    DICTYOSPERMA WENDL. & DRTJDE
LINNJEA XXXIX, 181.
(From the Greek 'dictyon,' a net, and 'sperma,' seed, in
allusion to the raphe of the seed forming a loose network.)
Mart. Hist. Nat. Palm. Ill, 175, t. 154, fig. 2, 3 (Areca).—
Baker FL Maurit. 383. —Scheff. Natuurk. Tijdsch. Ned. Ind. 32,
183 (Ptyschosperma album).—Benth. #• Hook. Gen. PL III, II,
890, 1.
Unarmed, of moderate height; leaves equally pinnate; petiole
with a complete basal sheath; pinnae strongly reduplicate at the
base, 1-nerved, with a few scales beneath; the terminal pinnae
confluent.
Monoecious. Flowers in spirally disposed 3-flowered clusters
on the branches of a simply subfastigiately branched spadix,
the female flower between and below two males. Male flowers:
inner segments of perianth valvate, thickened, ovate-oblong,
acute; stamens 6, included; pistillode a terete column, shorter
than the stamens. Female flowers: segments of perianth imbri-
cate; staminodes forming a ring with 6 linear teeth.
Fruit olive-like, persistent; scar of the stigma exactly apical;
mesocarp fibrous; endocarp slender, crustaceous. Seed attached
to the endocarp on one side throughout its whole length; raphe
forming a loose network; albumen ruminate; embryo subbasilar.
species.—3.
distribution.—Mascarene Islands.
cultivation in europe.—Stove palms. A compost of loam,
peat, and leaf soil, in equal parts, with a liberal addition of
sand suits them very well; loam should preponderate to the
extent of about two-thirds; when fully developed, some rotten
cow-manure may be added with advantage. The seeds should
be sown in a similar compost and kept in a moist, gentle heat.
The greatest enemy of this palm is dry warm air. Dammer
has found that the plants do quite well in a cool room during
winter. Young specimens get easier accustomed to the air of
a room than older ones. They require much water. The
Dictyospermas are great favourites on. account of the beautiful
colouring (red, yellow) of the leaf-stalks and nerves.
1. Bictyosperma album WendL In Linneea XXXIX, 181; Balf, t in
Baker. PL Maurit. <fc Seyctu 384; l>jrude Palmae 75.~--4.reca alba Bory

